
 

 

Filling in blanks can be more than just a quiet, individual activity! Here are some engaging 
techniques to make it interactive and fun for ESL students in class: 

1. Team Competition 

• Relay Race: Divide students into teams. One student from each team runs to the board, fills 
in a blank, and then passes the marker to the next teammate. 

• Quick-Fire Challenge: Read sentences aloud, and the first student/team to write the correct 
answer on a mini whiteboard wins a point. 

2. Interactive Pair & Group Work 

• Peer Teaching: Students fill in half the blanks, then swap worksheets and complete the rest 
for their partner. 

• Find Someone Who Knows: Students Walk around asking classmates for help filling in 
tricky blanks, encouraging speaking practice. 

3. Gamify the Activity 

• Dice Roll Blanks: Assign numbers to different blanks and have students roll a die to decide 
which one they will complete. 

• Mystery Word: Leave some blanks open-ended, and students must guess missing words 
creatively before checking the actual answers. 

4. Digital & Tech-Based Engagement 

• Kahoot! or Quizizz: Turn fill-in-the-blank exercises into a live quiz game. 

• Interactive Whiteboard: Project the worksheet, and let students come up one by one to 
drag and drop answers. 

5. Role-Playing & Storytelling 

• Fill & Act: If the worksheet includes a dialogue, have students fill in the blanks and then act 
out the conversation. 

• Create a Story: After completing the blanks, students extend the sentences into a short 
story. 

 


